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THE BELGIAN DOCTORS’ AND
PHARMACISTS’ RELIEF FUND.

THE FUND AND RELIEF MEASURES IN BELGIUM.

AT the last meeting of the Executive Committee’
of the Fund full information was forthcoming
concerning the urgent needs of the Belgian
doctors and pharmacists remaining in their own
country, and art the same time a plan was con-
sidered and adopted for attempting through the
medium of the Fund to alleviate this distress.
In Belgium the committee formed to consider the
position of the doctors and pharmacists has now
been largely reinforced, and is known as ithe Aide
et Protection aux Medecins et Pharmaciens sinistres.
The President is Dr. Pechere and the secretary
M. Delacre. The body is a representative one,
and has organised machinery for ascertaining
where,the need among those whom it would help
is greatest and for providing systematic relief. It
has worked in connexion with the National
Relief Fund and has received from that Fund
a subsidy, which is now exhausted. When the
Belgian Committee was started Professor Jacobs,
professor of obstetrics in the University of
Brussels, came to England last November as its
delegate, and it is owing to the representations,
which he then made that the movement in this
country, and later in our dependencies and in
America, was started. The Executive Committee
of the Belgian Doctors’ and Pharmacists’ Relief
Fund has always said, in appealing for subscrip-
tions, that a part of the money which it might
collect should, as early as the conditions in Belgium
permitted, be distributed on the advice of the
committee in Belgium. At first, however, no

method of communication between ourselves and
a country mainly occupied by the enemy’s army
was possible. Through the good offices of Mr.
Herbert Hoover, the Chairman of the National
Relief Fund, we were able to distribute some
medical material, which was conveyed to its
destination by the National Fund, but at that

point we were compelled to remain until some
effective machinery on the other side rendered
more substantial and fruitful cooperation possible.
The Aide et Protection aux Medecins et Pharmaciens
sinistres has now prepared the ground, and
done so with great energy despite the immense
difficulties under which it has had to work.
Forms have been issued to all the doctors
and pharmacists in Belgium on which they are
asked to state frankly their position, that of their
families, the loss that they have sustained, and the
amount of money necessary to enable them, at any
rate, to tide over their existing terrible circum-
stances. In estimating the validity of the claims
the Belgian Committee has acted in consultation
with the local medical societies throughout
Belgium and with the Government inspectors of
pharmacy, who also inspect the dispensaries of
medical men. Those who have been relieved
include the widows of doctors and pharmacists
who have fallen fighting, or who have been the
victims of German ferocity. It is noteworthy that
such money as has been hitherto given has been
given entirely to the country at large, although dis-
tributed from Brussels; in Brussels the better
circumstanced doctors and pharmacists have

supported the Fund for the relief of their poorer
colleagues. Many of the forms relating to the

pharmacists have reached this country and have
been submitted to the Executive Committee of
the Belgian Doctors’ and Pharmacists’ Relief
Fund, and it is hoped that we shall later receive
the forms relating to the medical men; but

enough evidence has been submitted to the
Executive Committee to enable it to realise that
immediate help in money ought to be sent as

this now seems feasible. With the cooperation
of the banks concerned a sum of money is being
sent immediately to Belgium to be distributed by
the Aide et Protection aux Medecins et Pharmaciens
sinistres in accordance with the particularised
needs which are now in the hands of that body;
and it is proposed to send further sums from time
to time as detailed reports from the Belgian
Committee and other information at the dis-
posal of the Executive Committee show that
the money is being usefully expended. Sub-
scribers to the Fund will see that the Executive
Committee has now embarked upon a definite
scheme of large expenditure, and, generous as the
responses have been to the appeal by British
doctors and pharmacists, it will be necessary that
further effort should be made, and even made with
greater vigour than heretofore. The Fund can do
much with the money which it has in hand, but it
is not possible to estimate- how long the strain

upon it may have to be maintained, and far greater
resources than it possesses will be urgently
required. 

’

THE GIFT OF INSTRUMENTS TO BELGIAN MILITARY
HOSPITALS. 

,

It will be remembered that through the medium
of Mr. S. Osborn a selection of the instruments,
which have been received by Mr. Meredith
Townsend, the Master of the Apothecaries’ Society
of London, in response to the appeal of the Fund,
was placed at the disposal of certain Belgian military
hospitals. Sir Rickman Godlee, the chairman
of the Executive Committee, has received from
Captain G. Deffontaine, writing for the Belgian
Military Command in Calais from the H6pital de
Passage, a cordial letter of thanks for the instru-
ments, while Mr. Osborn has reported to Mr.
Townsend that the instruments arrived at a par-
ticularly opportune moment, when a fire had burnt
out the operating theatre of the H6pital Jeanne
d’Arc.

THE APPEAL FOR SURGICAL INSTRUMENTS.
The Master of the Society of Apothecaries begs

to acknowledge with thanks the receipt of surgical
instruments kindly contributed by Dr. J. Jones, of
Leigh, Lancashire. 

’

THE WEEK’S SUBSCRIPTIONS. ,

Owing to Easter THE LANCET went to press early,
and the detailed list of subscriptions for the in,

complete week will be published in our next
issue.

’ THE QUEEN AND THE LONDON SCHOOL OF

: MEDICINE FOR WOMEN.-The Queen, accompanied by
i Princess Alexander of Teck, paid an informal visit to the
i London School of Medicine for Women, Hunter-street,
. W.C., on March 24th, when Her Majesty was received

by Miss L. B. Aldrich-Blake, dean of the school, Dr. MaryL 
Thorne, Mrs. Scharlieb, and Miss L. M. Brooks, secretary

. 

and warden. Her Majesty showed great interest in the
 work of the students, in the site for the new extension
B of the school, and in the plans for the new women’s

military hospital which will be opened in April in Endell-
B street.


